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Encouters/events : 

Private view Friday 14 March at 18 : 30 at La Criée 
centre for contemporary art

Encounter with Laurent Duthion at La Criée, 
Saturday 15 March at 15 : 00

Guided tour of the exhibition at La Criée 
Friday 21 March at 12 : 15 
All welcome. Translation into French sign 
language will be provided.

Laurent Duthion at work in Antarctica during the Icota programme, © Philippe Koubbi, February 2007.



Based in Rennes, artist Laurent Duthion is a confirmed experimenter 
with sensations, objects and environments. Intensely curious about 
scientific research, he works with soil and crop researchers and has 
spent time in the Antarctic collecting samples of odours and discovering 
new vegetable and animal species.  

_

Press release

For Duthion the question is not one of blindly 
applying scientific experiments to the sphere of 
art, nor of claiming to revolutionise science with 
an artistic vision. He roams the fields of art and 
scientific research in order to upset our certitudes 
and put our perception of the body and space 
to the test. Art and science come up with new 
possibilities for human freedom, especially via 
their capacity to put together critical visions of our 
individual and collective relationships with 
the world.

At his exhibition at La Criée centre for 
contemporary art, Laurent Duthion will be 
presenting ten experimental creations including : 
– events at the private view : an underwater 
tasting using a sculpture-object (Aquarhine) and 
a buffet based on recipes invented by the artist
– installations that disturb our retinal and olfactory 
perceptions : fragrant synthetic fat, a reflective 
microbead wall, and Porte de Fresnel, 
a magnifying door

–  a sculpture-object and a film testing the 
capacity of bodily energy to produce images :
the Bolex-Mobile bicycle and Sunfest, an 
experiment filmed on the Arctic ice pack
– a topography of words and images covering 
the entire floor area and making palpable the 
experimental processes used by the artist 
(Paysage des négociations)
– the presence of an animal, a vulturine 
guineafowl, representing both an aspect of living 
systems and a visual logo.

No question, then : this La Criée exhibition is the 
absolute opposite of a simple hanging of works. 
Reality coefficients invites the visitor to take the 
sensation test and go further in his construction 
of what is called reality. 



Paradajz, 2004, tomatoes. © Laurent Duthion 2004.

Gaz adélie (culinary version), 2008, © Laurent Duthion 2008.



Porte de Fresnel, 2007. Collection and courtesy of Laurent Duthion 
© Katalina Quijano 2007.

Screening of the film of the first test of Aquarhine, at the Galerie du Dourven.



Bolex-mobile, 2008. The first film will be made during a single-handed trip on the Arctic ice pack.
© Laurent duthion 2008.
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Laurent Duthion
Born in 1972, based in Rennes.
http://www.duthion.net
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Group exhibitions 
(selection)
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Valeurs croisées, Biennale d’art contemporain 
Les Ateliers de Rennes, Art Norac, Art to Be, 
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La dégelée Rabelais, Trink, Château de Jau, 
Perpignan.
 
2007
Fiac 2007, Cour carrée du Louvre, Paris
Fête de la science, Cité des Sciences La Villette, 
Paris
Etats moléculaires, avec Thomas Ruff, Galerie 
Quelque part, Lycée Sainte-Geneviève, Rennes
Xylocus (version molle), inauguration de 
Camp’arte, centre d’art contemporain, Sartène

2003/2006
Morceaux choisis, avec Fabrice Hyber et Emma 
Kay, Acigné
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2001/2002
O2, intervention dans le cadre de Bruges 2002, 
Belgique.
Butinage Moléculaire, Biennale des arts de 
Rennes.
Animagus, Centre d’Art de Pougues-les-Eaux.
Touch Me, usine Espeel, Roeselare, Belgique

1999/2000
Beeld in Park, Parc Félix Hap, Bruxelles
Libres Ébats, Domaine de Lacroix-Laval, Lyon.
Woolways, UR, Paris
La Vitrina di Venere, Musée la Grancia, Serre di 
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Others works

Tutti Frutti, château d’Oiron, 2008-2009.

Sunfest, film expérimental réalisé lors d’un raid 
en solitaire sur la banquise arctique, février 2008.

Glissement Polaire, résidence en Antarctique 
dans le cadre de l’Année Polaire internationale, 
janvier-mars 2007.

Passiflora.Passiflora, projet initié en 2004 et se 
développant sur plusieurs années.
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2007
Caméra musculaire, collection de la Ville de Paris.

2004- 2005 
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effectuée en octobre 2004, l’inauguration a eu 
lieu en juin 2005
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Exhibition venue and hours

La Criée centre for contemporary art
place Honoré Commeurec - halles centrales
35000 Rennes 
metro : République
tel. (+33) (0)2 23 62 25 10 

la-criee@ville-rennes.fr - www.criee.org
admission free
Tuesday – Friday, 12 : 00–19 : 00
Saturday & Sunday, 14 : 00–19 : 00
closed Mondays and public holidays
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Tours of La Criée

La Criée visitor services staff are available to 
answer your questions or discuss the exhibitions 
with you.

Guided tours for groups are organised to meet 
the public’s specific needs; this makes for a 
special kind of contact with the works on display.

With or without a mediation officer, groups are 
admitted only with advance booking.
for children : Tuesday to Friday, 10 : 00–12 : 00
for adults : Tuesday to Friday, 14 : 00–18 : 00

Contact : Carole Brulard, tel. 02 23 62 25 10 
cbrulard@ville-rennes.fr

 

Useful
Information



___

Place Honoré Commeurec
Halles Centrales 
35 000 Rennes - France 
T.+33 (0)2 23 62 25 10
F.+33 (0)2 23 62 25 19
www.criee.org
la-criee@ville-rennes.fr
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